Section 17:  Linkages

Context

Two categories of linkages exist in the Southern Maryland Heritage Area (SMHA): non-
physical and physical linkages. Non-physical linkages are the relationships between
organizations or groups engaged in heritage preservation, tourism, and interpretation
activities. Some examples include local historic societies or heritage tourism related
businesses. Non-physical linkages also include activities such as interpretive programs
and events that link the SMHA to the public. Physical linkages are the routes that connect
the physical components of the SMHA. These linkages also move visitors in, through,
and out of the SMHA. The Heritage Area Corridors that link the Heritage Area Clusters,
other major highways, local road systems, railroads, waterways and trails all are physical
linkages.

Non-Physical Linkages

During the SMHA “Public Workshops,” citizens of Southern Maryland expressed a
strong desire to see heritage resources protected and preserved. The goal of the
Maryland’s Heritage Areas Program is to provide enhanced resource protection. Heritage
areas are intended to combine resource preservation with heritage tourism and business
development. As an example, if a regional economy is based on heritage tourism where
visitors come to see heritage resources, then the appeal for resource preservation and
protection will be heightened at the local level. In this capacity, heritage resource
preservation and heritage tourism are compatible objectives that support one another.
Connections between the Southern Maryland Heritage Consortium (SMHC), the
management entity that will be responsible for the heritage area, and organizations and
groups sharing common resource preservation objectives creates mutually beneficial
relationships. In addition, another major component of non-physical linkages within the
SMHA are cooperative efforts that advance the interpretive framework. Special events
and local museums are key connections for interpretation advancement.

Heritage Resource Preservation and Conservation: Many organizations and groups
currently are involved in resource preservation initiatives within the SMHA. As non-
physical linkages, a connection to each organization involved in heritage preservation is
important for the Heritage Area’s success. Connections with resource preservation
organizations and groups are valuable relationships that further common goals, including
historic and cultural interpretation, resource preservation, and heritage tourism. Some key
organizations involved in historic, cultural, and natural resource preservation and
protection within the SMHA include:
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. American Chestnut Land Trust

. Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network

. Charles County Heritage

. Charles County Historical Trust, Inc.

. Land Conservancy of Charles County

. Calvert County Historic District Commission

. Calvert County Heritage Committee

. Calvert County Cultural Arts Council

. North Beach Historic District Commission

. St. Mary's County Historic Preservation Commission
. Celtic Society of Southern Maryland

. Port Tobacco Restoration Society

. Marshall Hall Foundation

. Friends of the Old Waldorf School

. Friends of Mt. Aventine

. Friends of Annmarie Garden

. Dr. Samuel A. Mudd Society

. Calvert County Cultural Arts Council

. Arts Alliance of St. Mary’s College

. Afro-American Heritage Society Museum and Cultural Center (La Plata)
. St. Mary’s County Unified Committee for African- American Culture
. Charles County Arts Alliance

. Calvert Marine Museum

. Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory

. American Indian Cultural Center/Piscataway Indian Museum
. Southern Maryland Studies Center

. Mattawoman Creek Art Center

. St. Mary’s County Arts Council

. St. Mary’s County Art Association, Inc.

. Center for the Chesapeake Story: CHESTORY

. Chesapeake Bay Field Lab

. St. Mary’s County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board
. St. Mary’s County Agricultural Commission

. Izaak Walton League - Southern Maryland Chapter

. Chesapeake Flotilla Project

. North Beach Historic District Commission

. Patuxent Tidewater Land Trust

. Southern Maryland Museum Association

. Charles County Museum Consortium

. Potomac River Association, Inc.

. Sierra Club, Southern Maryland Chapter

. Wicomico Scenic River Commission

. National Park Service
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. Maryland Department of Natural Resources Waterways and Greenways Division
. Maryland Historical Trust; and
. Maryland Heritage Areas Authority

Heritage Tourism: Heritage preservation and tourism are compatible objectives within the
SMHA. The success of local heritage tourism initiatives depends on effective
relationships with businesses and agencies involved in the promotion of tourism related
products and industries. Service industries, such as hotels, bed and breakfasts, or
restaurants, are important linkages, which support heritage tourism driven economies. As
an example, shopping outlets, nature outfitters, antique stores, and local arts and craft
stores all provide necessary recreational services for tourists. They also generate
economic revenue for municipalities, counties, and the state, increasing heritage tourism
appeal.

Heritage tourism connections are essential. As important relationships in the SMHA, the
Chambers of Commerce of Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s Counties represent business
interests, who may have a claim in the heritage tourism market. Tourism promotional
agencies and organizations within the SMHA can supply valuable assistance for
marketing, such as brochures, publicity, and tour information. Some important
government agencies and civic and business organizations that are working to promote
heritage tourism in the SMHA include:

. Charles County Office of Tourism

. Calvert County Dept. of Economic Development
. Calvert County Tourism Advisory Committee

. St. Mary’s County Division of Tourism

. Leonardtown Business Association

. Calvert County Chamber of Commerce

. North Beach Economic Development Commission
. Chesapeake Beach Business Association

. Charles County Chamber of Commerce

. St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce

. La Plata Business Association

. Western Charles Business Association

. Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland

Tourism Theme Hubs: The projects proposed in this plan to support SMHA themes
include the designation of tourism hubs that will serve as central locations for information
on sites and facilities within the Heritage Area that interpret specific heritage area themes.
For instance, visitors seeking information on nature and eco-tourism in the Heritage Area
will be able to use a Nature and Eco-Tourism Hub to access information such as exhibits,
events, and locations of all nature and eco-tourism sites and facilities within the Heritage
Area. Proposed hubs include:
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* Nature/Eco-Tourism Hubs: Friendship Farm Park in Charles County and the
Bayside History and Nature Center in North Beach, Calvert County

* Colonial Settlement/Religion Hubs: St. Mary’s City, Sotterley Plantation, and
St. Clement Island Museum, in St. Mary’s County

» Tobacco/Agriculture Hubs: Sotterley Plantation in St. Mary’s County, and
Smallwood’s Retreat, in Charles County

* War and Conflict Hubs: Point Lookout State Park and Patuxent Naval Air
Station in St. Mary’s County, and Smallwood’s Retreat in Charles County.

» Maritime Hubs: Calvert Marine Museum in Calvert County and the new
Potomac River Museum

» Native American Hub: Indian Head in Charles County, possibly at proposed
Native American Museum, pending feasibility study

* African American Hubs: Sotterley Plantation and the African American
Heritage Society’s Museum and Cultural Center in Charles County

* Archaeology Hub: Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum/Maryland
Archaeological Conservation Laboratory in Calvert County

Interpretive Connections: Special events are important linkages for the SMHA’s history
and culture. These links supply connections to the outside world or connections to the
potential heritage tourist. Local arts and crafts shows, antique shows, regional events,
heritage festivals, and other displays add appeal to the SMHA and act as regional heritage
tourism attractions.

Whether year round or seasonal, museums serve as regional heritage centers or
attractions. Museums promote and display SMHA interpretive programs. Museums can
also assist heritage tourism programs, acting as marketing and promotional tools.

In the past, many local museums and other interpretive facilities within the SMHA have
partnered for the creation and advancement of a regional identity, key marketing aspects,
museum interpretive projects, and technical/financial assistance operations to further
interpretive programs. Some of these museums are in the beginning stages of their
interpretive programs and a unique opportunity exists to create a unified SMHA that is
vibrant and appealing. Some important local museums and interpretive facilities include:

. Battle Creek Cypress Swamp Sanctuary and Nature Center

. Calvert Cliffs State Park Visitor’s Center

. Calvert Marine Museum

. Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum

. Historic St. Mary’s City

. Chicamuxen Wildlife Management Area Watchable Wildlife Center
. St. Clements Island/Potomac River Museum

. Port Tobacco Courthouse

. Sotterley Plantation
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. Smallwood State Park (Smallwood’s Retreat)

. Tudor Hall

. Friendship House

. Thomas Stone National Historic Site (Haberdeventure)
. Cove Point Lighthouse

. Point Lookout State Park and Lighthouse
. Piney Point Lighthouse Museum and Park
. Dr. Samuel A. Mudd House

. Old Jail Museum

. Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum

. Patuxent River Naval Air Museum

. Flag Ponds Nature Park

. Battle Creek Cypress Swamp

Physical Linkages

Whether natural or man-made, physical linkages such as highways, airports, waterways,
and railroads serve to transport visitors into and around the SMHA. Currently, the SMHA
has an excellent system of physical linkages which offer an advantage for the future
heritage tourism market.

Heritage Corridors: The Southern Maryland Heritage Area’s eleven clusters are linked by
corridors that move visitors in, through, and out of the SMHA. These corridors follow
designated Scenic Routes and rural roads and highways, and connect visitors not only to
the Heritage Area Clusters but to the scenic and cultural landscape of the entire Southern
Maryland region as well.

Corridors in the SMHA include:

* Route 210, which enters northeastern Charles County from Prince George’s
County and is the Heritage Area’s shortest connection to Washington, DC.

The Rte. 210 corridor ends in downtown Indian Head, in Cluster 1. A Heritage
Area Gateway/Visitors Center site is proposed for either the Town of Indian
Head or Chapman’s Landing, located just off Route 210 a few miles before
Indian Head.

* Route 224, in eastern Charles County, which links Clusters 1 and 5 and
connects many of the resources within both of these clusters as well.

* Route 225, which serves primarily as the link between Clusters 1 and 6 (in
Charles County), but also serves as a corridor within Cluster 1, bringing
visitors through the Mattawoman Natural Environment Area.

» Approaching the Heritage Area from the north in Prince George’s County,
visitors can follow another corridor down Route 5 to Route 205 to enter Cluster
2 in Charles County, and then connect to the Bryantown Road, which ends at
Route 5 in historic Bryantown. From there this corridor picks up Route 5 east
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to Route 231, and links visitors to the Charles County portion of Cluster 7.
The Route 231 corridor leaves eastern Charles County from Benedict, crosses
the Patuxent River Bridge, and enters Calvert County, continuing through
Cluster 7 to Prince Frederick to the south.

* In central Charles County, the Route 6 corridor links Clusters 5 and 6 and
connects resources within both these clusters. In Cluster 6 Rte. 6 connects to
the Port Tobacco Road, which travels south and connects to Route 301, below
Chapel Point State Park. Port Tobacco Road’s dramatic scenic views and
meandering path through the Park and along the Port Tobacco River and
surrounding countryside make it one of the most enjoyable and breathtaking
routes in the Heritage Area. The highlight of this route is the historic St.
Ignatius Church, which sits atop a 120-foot bluff overlooking the Port Tobacco
and Potomac Rivers.

* The US 301 corridor extends from Route 5 in Charles County, just above
Waldorf, south to the Gov. Harry Nice Memorial Bridge, which crosses the
Potomac River and links the Heritage Area to Virginia and points south,
including major traffic corridors such as Interstate 95. US 301 is
predominantly commercial from Waldorf to La Plata, but also offers visitors a
heavy concentration of restaurants, accommodations, and retail shopping
facilities. As this corridor moves south out of La Plata the landscape becomes
more rural and scenic. A short distance after La Plata the corridor connects to
the Port Tobacco Road corridor, which travels west; a few miles past this
connection US 301 connects to another corridor, Route 234, which travels east
and into St. Mary’s County. A little further south US 301connects to a third
corridor, Route 257, which takes visitors down to Cobb Island and the Charles
County portion of Cluster 8. The US 301 corridor continues south past these
three connections and ends at the Gov. Harry Nice Memorial Bridge. The
Welcome Center located just before the bridge is the site of a proposed
Heritage Area Gateway/Visitors Center.

* The Route 234 corridor, from its connection to US 301, takes visitors east
through the Zekiah Swamp in Charles County before turning south into St.
Mary’s County, connecting to Cluster 9 at Leonardtown at the junction of
Route 5, and also to Cluster 8 to the west, via Route 242.

» The Route 5 corridor links Cluster 9 to Cluster 11, and connects many of the
heritage resources within Cluster 11. At Park Hall Road this corridor splits,
with one fork continuing south and ending at the southernmost point of St.
Mary’s County, Point Lookout, and the other fork continuing east on Park Hall
Road and connecting with Route 235.

* The Route 235 corridor travels north, and links Cluster 11 to the southern most
part of Cluster 10, at the Patuxent Naval Air Museum. The Patuxent Naval Air
Museum is the site of a proposed Heritage Area Gateway/Visitors Center. This
corridor continues north and for a short distance leaves Cluster 10. At the
intersection of Route 4 at California, the corridor turns east on Route 4 and
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crosses the Patuxent River, entering Calvert County and re-entering Cluster 10
at the Solomons Visitors Center, the site of a proposed Heritage Area Gateway.
Here the corridor follows Route 2/4 north, and links many of the heritage
resources in Cluster 10. The corridor also links Cluster 10 to Cluster 7,
entering Cluster 7 at Port Republic, then continuing north through Calvert
County to the Route 2/4 split at Sunderland, where it forks into two corridors:
Route 2 and Route 4. Sunderland is the site of a proposed Heritage Area
Gateway/Visitors Center.

» The Route 4 corridor links to Cluster 4 at Sunderland before continuing north
to the Prince George’s County line, where it links the Heritage Area to
metropolitan Washington, DC. Route 4 also links to Cluster 3 via a smaller
corridor, Route 262 west, which ends in historic Lower Marlboro.

At the Route 2/4 split in Sunderland, the Route 2 corridor travels north through
Cluster 4 into Ann Arundel County, linking the Heritage Area to Annapolis and
points north and east, and to major traffic corridors such as US 50 and
Interstate 695. The Route 2 corridor also links to the Route 261 corridor,
which brings visitors into Cluster 4 at its northernmost boundary in North
Beach.

» The Route 261 corridor runs south through North Beach and Chesapeake
Beach, linking several heritage resources, then leaves Cluster 4 at the southern
boundary of Chesapeake Beach and continues south through rural Calvert
County before connecting to Cluster 7 just east of Prince Frederick.

* The Dalrymple Road corridor, in Cluster 4, begins at the intersection of
Dalrymple Road and Route 2 east of Sunderland, and links historic resources
within the cluster, including historic churches and the Town of Chesapeake
Beach. In Chesapeake Beach this corridor continues on Old Bayside Road,
then joins the Route 261 corridor.

Gateways/Visitor Centers: The existing and proposed gateways for the Southern
Maryland Heritage Area serve as important tools for linking visitors to hundreds of sites
in the SMHA. Their locations at key entry points to the Heritage Area make them crucial
“front line” assets, as their exhibits will illustrate the themes that link the region’s
heritage resources and their displays will show the locations of physical linkages that
provide accessibility to those resources.

Existing gateways to the region include: the US 301 corridor welcome center in Charles
County, located near the Harry Nice Bridge; and the Visitor Center in Solomons, located
at the Route 2/4 split near the Thomas Johnson Bridge. Proposed locations for additional
gateways include: the Rte. 210 corridor at Chapman’s Landing or in the town of Indian
Head in Charles County; the confluence of Rte. 2 and Rte. 4 corridors in northern Calvert
County at Sunderland, possibly in conjunction with All Saints Church; the Patuxent River
Naval Air Station at Base Visitor Reception Area and Navy Museum in St. Mary’s
County, and the Route 4 entrance into St. Mary’s County from Solomons.
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Major Arterial Highways: The SMHA includes a highway and road system that provides
excellent access throughout the region. Major highways include US Route 301, which
traverses nearly the entire length of Charles County north to south; Routes 2 and 4,
which between them traverse the entire length of Calvert County north to south; Route
235, which traverses the entire length of St. Mary’s County north to south, Route 6,
which runs west to east through Charles County at its middle and into St. Mary’s County,
eventually intersecting with Route 5; and Route 210, which ends in Indian Head and is
the most direct route into the region from the Washington metropolitan area. Highways
and road systems also adjoin major arteries that lead to metropolitan airport facilities
located less than two hours drive time away, including the Baltimore-Washington
International (BWI), Reagan National, and Dulles International Airports.

US Route 301 is maintained with a limited access toll-way consisting of two lanes
northbound and three lanes southbound.

MD Route 2 (Solomons Island Road) travels from US 50 south in Ann Arundel County to
the Route 2/4 split just below Sunderland, then continues south as Route 2/4 to Solomons
Island. This portion has been entirely upgraded to 4 lane divided; the old two-lane road is
signed MD 765. Before Route 4 crosses the Thomas Johnson Bridge over the Patuxent
River, Route 2 splits off for its entrance into Solomons Island.

One of the original state roads, MD Route 4 (Marlboro Pike) runs east-west from
Washington, DC through Upper Marlboro, then joins with MD Route 2 below
Sunderland to traverse almost the entire length of Calvert County. At the southern tip of
the county Route 4 crosses over the Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge onto St. Andrews
Church Rd. in St. Mary's County.

MD Route 210 (Indian Head Highway) runs from the town of Indian Head north to the
Washington, DC line.

MD Route 235 (Three Notch Road) is almost entirely 4 or 6 lane divided and is the main
route for traffic in the area near the Patuxent Naval Air Station.. The road's name comes
from an colonial era law which mandated a road that led to a ferry be marked with three
notches on a tree trunk along the route. MD 235 is the longest route in Maryland to be
entirely within one county, and not otherwise hitting a county line.

MD Route 6 (Port Tobacco Road/St. Charles Street) meanders in a west to east direction
from Charles to St. Mary’s County before crossing US 301 at La Plata. Unlike Routes 2,
4, and 5, Route 6 is still entirely a two-lane road and affords a leisurely, scenic trip
through rural landscapes in Charles County.

Scenic Routes: There are three designated Maryland Scenic Routes in the SMHA. The
longest begins in southern Charles County on Route 301 at the Harry Nice Bridge and
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runs east following Route 234 to its end at the junction of Routes 4 and 5 in St. Mary’s
County just below Leonardtown. From here the Scenic Route splits into two routes, one
continuing down Route 5 to Point Lookout at the southernmost tip of St. Mary’s County,
and the other continuing east along Route 4, crossing the Patuxent River into Calvert
County and following Route 2/4 north to Prince Frederick. From the here the Scenic
Route turns east, following Route 231 across the Patuxent River to Benedict and into
Charles County. It ends at the Route 231/5 junction at Hughesville. A third, shorter
Scenic Route begins at the junction of Routes 238/234 at Chaptico in St. Mary’s County,
and follows Route 238 south to Coltons Point.

Scenic Roads: The network of rural roads within the SMHA provides a means of linking
visitors to various heritage resources. These roads traverse a variety of rural agricultural,
coastal, and wooded scenic landscapes, offering dramatic viewsheds. In some instances,
the roadways may become part of the official designated Scenic Route system. Scenic
rural routes contribute to a positive visitor experience. Scenic viewsheds, both coastal and
inland, define the SMHA'’s natural setting, providing the first impressions of the SMHA
for visitors.

Airports: Airports are an important physical link for the national and international tourist
markets. The SMHA is located within easy driving distance of major destination airports,
including Baltimore-Washington International (BWI) and Reagan National Airports. BWI
offers passenger and freight service. Both BWI and Reagan National airports are located
within 60 miles of the SMHA. Local airport facilities include the St. Mary’s County
airport on Route 235 just south of Hollywood, the Piney Point Landing Strip in St.
Mary’s County, Chesapeake Ranch Airpark and Lower Marlboro Airpark in Calvert
County, and Maryland Airport, near the Mattawoman Natural Environment Area in
Charles County.

Public Transit Services: Calvert, Charles and St. Mary's Counties provide both fixed
route and on-demand local public transit services: Calvert County Transportation
Services (CCTS), Charles County Public Transit (VANGO), and St. Mary's Transit
System (STS)

Waterways: Access to the SMHA from the water is an extremely important physical link.
The SMHA can be reached via boat from the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac and
Patuxent Rivers. Marinas and docking facilities can be found at numerous locations
throughout the region, with the heaviest concentration being at Solomons in Calvert
County. A large number of visitors to Southern Maryland access the area by boat or come
to the area for boating recreation.

Rail Service: While there is no passenger train service available within the Southern
Maryland Heritage Area, the SMHA is within sixty miles of Amtrak and Light Rail
stations in Washington, D.C. and Baltimore.
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In the late 1990s, the Southern Maryland Mass Transportation Alternatives Study, which
was guided by the Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland (TCCSMD) in cooperation
with the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Mass Transit Administration
(MTA), Calvert, Charles , St. Mary's and Prince George's Counties, recommended a
future Light Rail Transit line between White Plains in Charles County and the Branch
Avenue Metrorail Station in Prince George’s County, along the MD 5/US 301 corridor,
with expedited planning to develop and preserve this option for future implementation, as
an element of the Transportation Strategy for the region. A potential future link to the
southernmost part of the SMHA that would take light rail from the future White Plains
origin to Lexington Park in St. Mary's County is under discussion.

Hiking/Biking/Water Trails and Greenways: Both the existing trail systems in place
within the region and the additional trail projects proposed in this plan (see Section 11)
are significant nature and eco-tourism attractions to the SMHA and serve as important
links for visitors, not only to the natural world but to the many smaller, human-scaled
environments of the SMHA as well. Trails include road-based and off-road segments,
and range in design from rustic nature trails located in major parks to urban trails and
walking tours located within small towns and incorporated municipalities. Hiking,
bicycling, and pedestrian trails provide visitors with opportunities to experience SMHA
heritage resources up close, and impart a more personal impression of the region.

Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s Counties are also working with the Greenways Program
to maintain existing greenways and develop potential greenways in Southern Maryland.
Maryland's Greenways program, which is managed by the Department of Natural
Resources, works with public and private sector partners to preserve a network of natural
corridors that link areas of open space. Greenways are generally classified as either
ecological (vegetated corridors with no improvements for human access) or recreational
(trails along rivers, streams, ridgelines, and abandoned rail lines). To be considered part
of the statewide greenways network, land must be under some form of permanent
protection, have a management plan, and serve at least one of several greenways
functions: Riparian/water quality protection; Wildlife/ecological corridor; Linear park
(can contain natural areas and developed recreation sites); and Trail (as long as it includes
a significant vegetated buffer). Calvert County has a total of eight established and/or
potential greenways, Charles County has nine established and/or potential greenways, and
St. Mary’s County has eight established and/or potential greenways.

Southern Maryland Heritage Areas greenways include:

*Calvert County Greenways

1) Baltimore-Drum Point Rail Trail (Recreational Greenways) The Baltimore-Drum
Point Rail Trail is a potential rail trail that runs the length of the entire county. Large
sections of the abandoned railroad bed are still intact, providing excellent
opportunities for hiking, biking, and horseback riding through a varied landscape of
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farms, forests, and waterways linking the town centers of Owings, Prince Frederick,
St. Leonard, Lusby, and Solomons. At Flag Ponds, the trail becomes the Flag Ponds
to Solomons Trail. At Owings, the trail intersects the potential Chesapeake Beach
Rail Trail.

2) Battle Creek to Parker’s Creek Greenways (Ecological Greenways) The Battle
Creek to Parker’s Creek Greenways is part of Calvert County’s 9,000-acre Battle
Creek/Parker’s Creek Rural Legacy Area. This greenways connects an amazing
diversity of historic, archeological, and environmental features including the
archaeological remains of Calvertown (Calvert’s first town), the former home of
supreme court justice Roger Brooke Taney and historic Dehli plantation. The Battle
Creek Cypress Swamp Nature Education Center, which draws thousands of people
each year, is located within this greenways, as is the American Chestnut Land Trust,
which manages over 2,000 acres of permanently preserved open space. Through the
combined efforts of local land trusts, the county and state agriculture preservation
programs, The Nature Conservancy, Maryland Program Open Space and Rural
Legacy, 80% of this 9,000-acre protection area will be preserved by 2003.

3) Chesapeake Beach Rail Trail (Recreational Greenways) The Chesapeake Beach
Rail Trail is a potential regional trail system that could utilize the former railroad
route from Washington, D.C. to Chesapeake Beach. The county recently acquired
al00-acre tract adjacent to Fishing Creek and the town of Chesapeake Beach which
contains 1,800 feet of the railroad right-of-way. This property, renamed Fishing
Creek Park, is adjacent to the terminus of the trail at Chesapeake Beach Railway
Museum, which would be an important connection to the proposed trail. Plans are
underway to develop this portion of the trail and connect it to residential
communities within the vicinity, providing off-road access to the towns of
Chesapeake Beach and North Beach and their in-town boardwalks and trails. A
segment of the corridor within Calvert County has been developed as Rt. 260. An
alternative corridor would need to be found to make the connection into Chesapeake
Beach. The proposed trail would provide connections between Walker Mill Regional
Park, Patuxent River Park, and Chesapeake Beach.

4) Ferry Landing Road to Hall Creek Greenways (Recreational Greenways) The
Ferry Landing Road to Hall Creek Greenways is a potential trail that could run from
the end of Ferry Landing Road, through state-owned lands (Ferry Landing) to Hall
Creek where the trail could end at a canoe-launching site. This project would be a
joint effort between state and county agencies.

5) Flag Ponds to Solomons Trail (Recreational Greenways) The Flag Ponds to
Solomons Trail is a potential trail that could connect several of Calvert County’s
prime tourism and recreation sites including Flag Ponds, Baltimore Gas and Electric
Visitor’s Center, Calvert Cliffs State Park, Cove Point Park, Annmarie Gardens, and
Calvert Marine Museum. The trail would also feature an interpretive segment on the
War of 1812. The trail is defined as a priority project in Calvert County’s Land
Preservation and Recreation Plan.
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6) North Beach Baywalk (Recreational Greenways) The North Beach Baywalk is a
boardwalk/pathway along the North Beach waterfront. Both Phase I and Phase II are
complete. The boardwalk is 1.25-miles long and 16 feet wide. The town has plans
for this boardwalk and bike trail to link into a combination of walkways and nature
trails, with observation areas that will extend around adjoining wetlands. The
corridor is landscaped and maintained with the help of the town’s House and Garden
Club. Waterfront access is provided at North Beach via a boardwalk. North Beach
and Chesapeake Beach are connected by sidewalk and other pedestrian connections.
7) Patuxent Regional Greenways (Ecological Greenways) The Patuxent Regional
Greenways is a partially established regional greenways that stretches through seven
counties extending from central Maryland through southern Maryland. The Patuxent
River serves as the spine for the greenways which runs through Howard,
Montgomery, Anne Arundel, Prince George’s, Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s
counties. DNR currently owns about 15,000 acres along the Patuxent River and is
working with local officials to extend protection along the mainstem. In Calvert
County, DNR’s Patuxent River Natural Resource Management Areas total over
1,700 acres, including the Hall Creek and Kings Landing areas. At the southern end
of the county, Solomon’s Island provides a public walk and boat launch area along
the Patuxent River, constructed with DNR’s Waterway Improvement funds. Most of
the land between these points is in private ownership. A protected buffer may be
established along this stretch, which will provide water quality protection but will
not afford additional public access.

8) Leitches Wharf Spur (Recreational Greenways) The Leitches Wharf Spur is a
potential hiking/biking trail between Radio Drive and Leitches Wharf Road. Leitches
Wharf provides public access to the Patuxent River. Additional public land would
enhance public access to the river.

Charles County Greenways: The County’s 1997 Comprehensive Plan notes an
increased demand for trails and opportunities for greenways connections between
park facilities and resource lands. The County’s 1999 Land Preservation and
Recreation Plan identified waterfront access, development of regional facilities, and
hiker/biker trails as areas where the county needs to provide more recreation
opportunities, as well. There are several opportunities for locating hiking/biking
trails and/or greenways in the county based on recent alignment studies done in 1998
and 1999. These trails are identified as the Mattawoman Trail, located along the
Mattawoman sewer right-of-way from Waldorf to Indian Head, the U.S. Naval
Railroad Trail, beginning in White Plains and running west to Indian Head, the
Popes Creek Railroad Trail, running from Popes Creek north to Rt. 301, and the
Gilbert Run Trail, running parallel to Gilbert Run and terminating at Rt. 234. The
county recognizes the economic importance of water-related tourism and will be
seeking additional water access sites and facilities, especially along the Potomac
River and its tributaries. Charles County Greenways include:
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1) Gilbert Swamp Run (Ecological Greenways) The Gilbert Swamp Run is a
potential stream valley greenways located in the eastern portion of Charles County.
The county currently operates Gilbert Run Park in the headwater region of Gilbert
Swamp Run. Hiking, picnic areas, fishing, and nature interpretation are all available
to the public. Gilbert Swamp Run is a 15-mile long stream which is channelized for
much of its length. A linear trail system adjacent to the stream has been discussed.
The 5.5-mile trail alignment would begin at Gilbert Run Park, extend south to
Gilbert Run, and then run parallel to Gilbert Run to its terminus at Rt. 234.

2) Indian Head to White Plains Rail Trail (Recreational Greenways) The Indian
Head to White Plains Rail Trail is a potential trail along a rail corridor currently
owned by the U. S. Naval Ordnance Station at Indian Head. Discussions about the
potential trail have been held with the Navy and public officials. Currently, the tracks
are used only for a dinner train, but the Navy wishes to maintain the option of
utilizing the tracks for future rail needs; a rail-with-trail is an option. The rail
corridor begins in White Plains and runs due west, approximately 12.5 miles to the
town of Indian Head. It connects to DNR’s Mattawoman Natural Environment Area.
3) Mattawoman Creek Greenways (Ecological Greenways) Mattawoman Creek is a
proposed stream valley greenways. DNR currently owns three parcels (Cedarville
State Forest, Mattawoman Natural Environment Area, and Myrtle Grove Wildlife
Management Area) totaling over 4,500 acres which border Mattawoman Creek. This
figure includes 1,600 acres of land designated as state wildlands. The greenways
would link these three properties, providing natural resource and water quality
protection. The remaining sections of the Mattawoman Creek stream valley corridor
are in private ownership. A combination of easements, other voluntary landowner
actions and Charles County’s stream valley protection program could be used to
extend the greenways.

4) Nanjemoy Creek (Ecological Greenways) Nanjemoy Creek is a partially
established greenways targeted by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for the
conservation of its unique natural habitat. TNC has established a 973-acre preserve
in the upper reaches of Nanjemoy Creek. The preserve protects the largest great blue
heron rookery on the East Coast north of Florida. In addition to the rookery,
Nanjemoy Creek is habitat for the federally listed dwarf wedge mussel (Alasmidonta
heterodon). Virginia wild ginger inhabits the uplands along with several trees
unusual in coastal Maryland, such as overcup oak and basket oak. To protect the
fragile habitat, the preserve is not open to the public except through scheduled TNC
field trips. The tidal portions of Nanjemoy Creek are accessible by kayak, canoe, and
small boat from nearby Friendship Landing, where there is also a one-mile shoreline
trail.

5) Patuxent Regional Greenways (Ecological Greenways) The Patuxent Regional
Greenways is a partially established regional greenways stretching along the
Patuxent River through seven Maryland counties (Howard, Montgomery, Anne
Arundel, Prince George’s, Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s). DNR currently owns
about 15,000 acres along the Patuxent River and is working with local officials to
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extend protection along the mainstem. Two publicly owned properties in Charles
County (Maxwell Hall and Indian Creek Wildlife Natural Resource Management
Area) contribute to the Patuxent Regional Greenways. These parcels are currently
undeveloped, although they may be used to provide public access to the river in the
future. The corridor linking Maxwell Hall and Indian Creek is not in public
ownership. However, the buffer requirements under the Chesapeake Bay Critical
Area law provide an important mechanism for establishing a natural greenways.
Conservation easements may also be pursued by the Maryland Environmental Trust.
5a) Patuxent River Water Trail (Water Trail)The Patuxent River Water Trail is a
potential water route consisting of a series of public access sites along the Patuxent
River. The water trail includes routes running from Montgomery County to St.
Mary’s County. The effort to establish this water trail is being led by the Maryland
Department of Planning in partnership with the Patuxent River Commission and
others.

6) Popes Creek Railroad (Recreational Greenways) The Popes Creek Railroad is a
potential 2.3-mile rail trail in the southwest portion of the county that would run
adjacent to Popes Creek from the Potomac River to Rt. 301. A natural heritage area
is located at the mouth of the creek.

7) Potomac River Greenways (Ecological Greenways) The Potomac River
Greenways is a partially established, multi-jurisdictional and interstate greenways.
Charles County contains a number of public park holdings that contribute to this
multi-state greenways project. Piscataway National Park, Purse State Park, General
Smallwood State Park, and Ruth B. Swan County Park are all situated directly on the
Potomac River. Chapel Point State Park and the county’s Friendship Landing
property lie in tidal tributaries. In addition, the federal government owns significant
acreage at the U.S. Naval Ordnance Station in Indian Head. The vast majority of land
along the Charles County portion of the Potomac River is privately owned. In1998,
the state obtained the 2,225-acre Chapman’s Landing property. This site is located 20
miles south of Washington, D.C. and has approximately 2.25 miles of undisturbed
Potomac shoreline and more than 1,200 acres of forest. The tract also contains two
streams which flow into Mattawoman Creek. Several public and private sector
partners are developing strategies to protect a large portion of the county’s western
peninsula, including the historically significant Mallows Bay.

7a) Potomac River Water Trail(Water Trail) The Potomac River Water Trail is a
potential route along the Potomac River shoreline in Charles County. The
development of this route is part of a larger bi-state effort to establish water trails
along both sides of the tidal portion of the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. to
the mouth at the Chesapeake Bay.

8) Washington, Potomac, and Chesapeake Rail Trail (Recreational Greenways) The
Washington, Potomac, and Chesapeake Rail Trail is a potential rail trail that would
link Hughesville (Charles County) with Lexington Park (St. Mary’s County). The
entire corridor is owned by St. Mary’s County (even the portion in Charles County).
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The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland received a grant from MDOT to
conduct a regional trail system study that will include this corridor.

9) Zekiah Swamp(Ecological Greenways) Zekiah Swamp is a natural greenways
running the length of Charles County. Zekiah Swamp has been recognized by
numerous authorities as one of the most significant ecological areas in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed. Zekiah Swamp is part of the Wicomico River, which is
one of the nine state-designated scenic rivers. Zekiah Swamp Run is a 21-mile
braided stream which connects two state properties. Cedarville State Forest, situated
along the Charles County-Prince George’s County border, contains the headwater
region of Zekiah Swamp. The Zekiah Swamp Natural Environment Area in southern
Charles County is located at the stream’s confluence with the Wicomico River.
Private landholdings between these two parcels, while not available for public
access, are largely undeveloped. Charles County has an approved application to
participate in the state’s Rural Legacy Program, designating approximately 65,000
acres of the Zekiah Swamp watershed for preservation. The rural legacy plan targets
specific protection areas within the larger rural legacy area, specifically those
properties north of Rt. 5. However, Charles County is seeking Rural Legacy area
designation for the entire watershed within Charles County. The Zekiah Swamp is
significant to Charles County as it consists of a large portion of unfragmented forest,
provides needed habitat for a diverse list of species, is rich in historical value, and is
home to some of the most productive agricultural land in the county.

St. Mary’s County Greenways: The county’s Comprehensive Plan and Land
Preservation and Recreation Plan recommend the creation of greenways throughout
the county especially as alternative transportation routes between town centers.
These include new and existing neighborhood bike paths and new and existing
recreational trails. St. Mary’s County Greenways include:

1) Chaptico / Mechanicsville / Huntersville Greenways (Recreational Greenways)
The Chaptico Greenways is a potential recreational trail that would follow along the
Chaptico Creek stream valley and provide open space protection. The area currently
features forests and steep slopes.

2) Mclntosh Run Greenways (Ecological Greenways) The McIntosh Run Greenways
is a potential greenways along McIntosh Run and Forest Landing Cove. The
greenways would cross over the proposed Washington, Potomac, and Chesapeake
Beach Rail Trail, and could serve as a link between the Potomac River and Patuxent
River. This mid-county greenbelt would serve as a buffer around Leonardtown, one
of the two development districts in the county. Leonardtown has purchased a former
SHA property that could be a gateway park. The county has also done a watershed
plan for assessing resource conditions. This corridor would provide a connection
between Breton Bay and Greenwell State Park. Presently, there is no protected land
along the corridor, but it is possible that dedications could be made during future
subdivision development, and any gaps could be eliminated with local acquisitions.
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2a) Leonardtown Loop Trail (Recreational Greenways) The Leonardtown Loop Trail
is a potential recreational greenways that follows the alignment of a utility pipeline
and could connect to the county’s Dorsey Park.

3) Patuxent Regional Greenways (Ecological and Recreational Greenways) The
Patuxent Regional Greenways is a partially established greenways that includes
seven jurisdictions extending from central Maryland through southern Maryland. The
Patuxent River serves as the spine for the greenways which runs through Howard,
Montgomery, Anne Arundel, Prince George’s, Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s
counties. DNR currently owns about 15,000 acres along the Patuxent River and is
working with local officials to extend protection along the mainstem. In St. Mary’s
County, several land holdings along the Patuxent River protect diverse areas in the
Patuxent Greenways. The Sotterley Plantation preserves the historic mansion, farm,
and their environs. Not far downriver, the 590-acre Greenwell State Park preserves
open space with a focus on outdoor programming for handicapped persons. The
county’s Myrtle Grove Park adds to the green space and provides access to the water.
At the mouth of the Patuxent River, the Patuxent Naval Air Station includes
extensive areas set aside as wildlife habitat anchoring the southern end of the
greenways.

3a) Patuxent River Water Trail(Water Trail) The Patuxent River Water Trail is a
potential regional water trail route along the Patuxent River from Patuxent River
Park to the Chesapeake Bay.

4) Potomac River Greenways (Ecological and Recreational Greenways) The
Potomac River Greenways is a potential extension of the 180-mile existing
greenways along the Maryland side of the Potomac River. A greenways along the
river in St. Mary’s County would incorporate historic, water-oriented recreation and
natural area conservation themes. Historic areas currently protected along the river
include St. Clements Island State Park, Piney Point Lighthouse, and portions of St.
Mary’s City. Public park areas include the Chaptico Wharf Recreation Area, Robert
E. Poge Park (Brushwood Wharf), Piney Point Recreation Area, St. Inigoes
Recreation Area and the recently expanded Point Lookout State Park. Point Lookout
State Park includes protected natural areas as well as recreational opportunities. The
recent addition to the park provides a connection to a Boy Scout camp which helps to
extend the greenways network. There are about 1,100 acres of land protected along
the Potomac River in St. Mary’s County. Additionally, the St. Mary’s River State
Park and St. Mary’s City provide destination points on an arm of the Potomac River
Greenways along the St. Mary’s River.

4a) Potomac River Water Trail (Water Trail) The Potomac River Water Trail is a
potential water trail component to the Potomac River Greenways. St. Mary’s County
is currently gathering information on a series of sites and public lands that offer
access to the water.

5) St. Mary’s River Greenways (Recreational Greenways and Water Trail) The St.
Mary’s River Greenways is a potential greenways along the St. Mary’s River that
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could connect St. Mary’s City and St. Mary’s River State Park. This greenways could
also connect to the proposed extension of the Potomac River Greenways.

5a) St. Mary’s River Water Trail (Water Trail) The St. Mary’s River Water Trail is a
potential water trail route along the St. Mary’s River between St. Mary’s City and St.
Mary’s River State Park.

6) Washington, Potomac and Chesapeake Rail Trail (Recreational Greenways) The
Washington, Potomac and Chesapeake Rail Trail is a potential rail trail along a
25-mile abandoned rail line owned by the county. The corridor generally parallels Rt.
235 in north and central St. Mary’s County. Much of the right-of-way remains intact
except a portion that was incorporated in the expansion of Rt. 235. This trail could
provide a linkage between Charles County and various points in St. Mary’s County.
The corridor runs close to St. Mary’s State Park and ends at Patuxent Naval Air Test
Center.

7) Wicomico Scenic River Water Trail (Water Trail) The Wicomico Scenic River
Water Trail is a proposed water trail route along the Wicomico River.

*Excerpted from the DNR Greenways Program website.

River Crossings: There are four bridges located in the Southern Maryland Heritage Area,
two of which link counties and one of which links Maryland to Virginia. The Patuxent
River Bridge crosses the Patuxent at Benedict in Charles County, on Route 231, and
connects to Calvert County at Hallowing Point. The Thomas Johnston Bridge crosses the
lower Patuxent and carries Route 4 from Solomons in Calvert County to Town Point in
St. Mary’s County. The Gov. Harry Nice Memorial Bridge, a toll bridge, crosses the
Potomac River south of Pope’s Creek in Charles County and carries US 301 into Virginia
at the Dahlgren Naval Proving Grounds. A fourth bridge, the Dyson Bridge, is located in
western Charles County on Trinity Church Road, and crosses Gilbert Swamp Run.

Wayfinding Systems: An important heritage tourism infrastructure element for the SMHA
will be the implementation of a coordinated system for SMHA signs (which will be
coordinated with state and local highway departments). Signs act as wayfinding tools
directing visitors to various destinations throughout the Heritage Area.
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