Section 4: Defining the Heritage Area

The proposed Maryland “Certified Heritage Area” (CHA) encompasses approximately 200,000
acres in Charles, St. Mary’s and Calvert counties (see Map 5-1). It is an area rich in historical and
cultural resources and scenic beauty. The key historic places and or key communities located
within the region’s eleven cells or clusters which define the Heritage Area boundary include the
Towns of Port Tobacco, Indian Head, and Port Tobacco and the village of Benedict within
Charles County; the Towns of Chesapeake Beach, North Beach, Solomon’s Town Center and
Prince Frederick Town Center in Calvert County; and the Town of Leonardtown, St. Clements
Island, Piney Point, Point Lookout, and the Patuxent Naval Air Station in St. Mary’s County.

The Certified Heritage Area Boundary

The CHA boundary builds on the original “heritage area” boundary shown for the region in it’s
application to the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority (MHAA) for status as a “Recognized
Heritage Area” (RHA). The original RHA boundary included the entire land area of all three
counties due to the dispersion of historic and cultural resources throughout the region.

The revised boundaries proposed as part of this plan, greatly reduce the land area proposed for
certification to the eleven distinct clusters identified on Map 5-1. The delineation of each cluster
was strongly influenced by the presence of a concentration of heritage resources, the presence of
existing or proposed interpretive facilities, the amount of land protected by federal or state
ownership or by easements established through the County’s evolving land preservation and
Rural Legacy Programs. The availability of facilities to support the needs of visitors in the form
of accommodations, restaurants, and other visitor amenities also influenced the configuration of
the various clusters. A key goal of the Heritage Tourism Management program was not only the
definition of these clusters but also the corridors shown on Map 5-1. These corridors link
communities, recreational areas, and rural areas through scenic byways, water access, trails and
pathways. The corridors, in combination with the various clusters, are defined to support a
broader range of visitor experiences and to link various clusters between and among the three
counties.

The revised CHA boundary was determined based on a number of considerations. First among
these are the results of workshops conducted as part of the Management Plan preparation
process, wherein, the members of the Steering Committee directing the development of this plan
showed a strong preference for the “Clusters and Corridors” concept.
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The presence of interpretive facilities, key natural areas, historical and archaeological resources,
and recreation amenities also influenced the delineation of the Boundary (See Section 2, Map 2-
1, and Section 4, Maps 4-1 through 4-3). In some cases revisions to the shape and form of
several clusters were made based on the recommendations of county and municipal
representatives and organizations pursuing natural and/or heritage resource protection projects.

The actual location of the CHA boundary line often follows identifiable or visible features, such
as roads and shorelines. The determination of which road boundaries were used was based on
consideration of the scenic qualities of the road and/or the number of historical resources or key
conservation and/or preservation lands it encompassed. Among the key natural features
incorporated are the shorelines of the region’s rivers and open water areas of the Chesapeake
Bay.

Detailed maps delineating the boundary for each individual cluster have been prepared in digital
format using Maryland Property View to assure that boundaries correspond to parcels as
represented on County tax maps. This mapping procedure assures that each County will be able
to clearly determine which properties are located within the region.
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