Section 3: Unique Regional Characteristics
And Key Resources

Unique Regional Characteristics

A visitor traveling through Southern Maryland can quickly begin to find clues about the region’s
history, cultures and economies simply by looking around. The region’s vernacular architecture —
tobacco barns, churches, lighthouses, antebellum plantations, bugeyes, and skipjacks built over
the last three centuries, and the vast number of waterways that traverse its landscape, survive as
visible evidence of Southern Maryland’s prosperous beginning, its religious roots, and its
economic dependence on tobacco and the water.

The Waterways: Lifeblood of Southern Maryland

Waterways are a unique regional characteristic of Southern Maryland and sustain a number of the
region’s significant resources, as well. Along the coastline, major tributaries shape barrier
islands and form small bays. Inland, smaller tributaries meander through rolling hills and
farmlands, creating forested wetlands and numerous marshes that provide habitats for waterfowl
and wildlife. Nanjemoy Creek is home to the largest Great Blue Heron rookery on the east coast
north of Florida, and the State’s second largest population of Bald Eagles. Zekiah Swamp has
been recognized by numerous authorities as one of the most significant ecological areas in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed. The Wicomico River, a designated State Scenic River, provides
vital habitat for many finfish and wildlife species. The river is also recognized as one of the most
productive oyster grounds in the state of Maryland.

Southern Maryland waterways have had a significant cultural and economic impact on humans,
as well. Since the 1600s, they have been used to move people and goods into and out of Southern
Maryland, most significantly in 1634, when the Potomac River carried Maryland’s first settlers to
St. Clement Island. During the prosperous tobacco era, Southern Maryland waterways were
filled with ships transporting goods between the colonies and England. In the American
Revolution, the Bay and its tributaries were conduits for both Colonial and British troop
movements. In the War of 1812, the Patuxent River would become a bane to local residents,
providing the British fleet easy access to towns and villages along its shores, which they burned
and ransacked. In the 19™ Century, steamboat travel and seafood harvesting became important
hallmarks of the area, and old and new towns thrived due to their locations along well-traveled
rivers and creeks. Southern Maryland waterways have also provided generations of families with
numerous opportunities for industry, including seafood harvesting and processing, shipbuilding,
sport fishing, and recreational boating.
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Tobacco Farming: A Vanishing Tradition

Tobacco farming is one of Southern Maryland’s unique regional characteristics. In the 1600s,
tobacco farming insured the survival and then spurred the prosperity of the first settlers of St.
Mary’s City. In the 1700s, fortunes made on Southern Maryland tobacco plantations like
Haberdeventure, Sotterley, and Smallwood’s Retreat helped finance the American Revolution.
In the centuries following the founding of Maryland, tobacco farming as a way of life continued
to play a dominant role in the region’s culture and economy. There are farmers in Southern
Maryland today who have family ties to tobacco going back four centuries. Descendants of
Amish and Mennonite farmers who came to the area in the 19" and early 20" centuries also
continue to farm tobacco and are a visible presence in many small communities around Southern
Maryland. Traditional Amish crafts, farm products and food are sold at country markets
throughout the region, and Amish buggies are a familiar sight at tobacco auctions, which still
take place each spring at auction houses in Charles County. In 1992, tobacco accounted for
two-thirds of the total value of all agricultural commodities produced in the region and sustained
the farms of over 900 full- or part-time growers.

In 2000, using its share of the national tobacco settlement, the State of Maryland instituted a
voluntary tobacco buyout program, which offers tobacco growers the option to receive payment
in exchange for a lifetime agreement to cease tobacco production forever. In a region where
tobacco farming has been not only the cornerstone of the economy since the 1600s but a tradition
handed down from generation to generation as well, the potential cultural, economic and social
effects of the Buyout Program are enormous. The changes that are certain to come to Southern
Maryland include a number of positive initiatives such as increasing agricultural land
preservation and diversifying agricultural enterprises. The end of tobacco farming also means a
change to the familiar Southern Maryland landscape and the end of the socio-economic customs
associated with tobacco growing and harvesting that have existed in the region for centuries.

Religion and the Founding of the Free State

The historic churches of Southern Maryland are significant for the role they played in
establishing Maryland as the “Free State”. Religious settlers arriving on the Ark and the Dove
quickly moved to establish churches as early footholds of religious freedom in the new country.
More than a dozen of the churches and chapels founded in the 17" and 18™ centuries are still in
use today, including St. Ignatius Church, founded in 1641 by Father Andrew White and the
nation’s oldest Catholic parish with a continual pastorate, and Mt. Carmel Monastery, founded in
1790, the first monastery of religious women in colonial America. In addition to serving as
living monuments to Maryland’s earliest inhabitants and their quest for religious freedom, these
and other historic churches have served their communities for centuries, providing inspiration
and support to generations of Southern Marylanders.
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Key Resources

The unique regional characteristics discussed above are the defining elements of the Southern
Maryland Heritage Area and present innumerable opportunities for interpretation and exploration
(see Section 6, Key Themes and Interpretive Structure). The region’s key resources provide
further definition and context to Southern Maryland’s unique history and character.

Key resources are divided into five categories: archeological, architectural, cultural, historical,
and natural/environmental. The key resources listed below are the region’s most significant
assets in terms of defining and interpreting the unique characteristics of the Southern Maryland
Heritage Area. A complete list of SMHA key resources, listed by category and divided into
historical periods to follow the timeline established in Section 2, Historical Perspective, appears
as an Appendix to this Plan.

Archeological

There are four archeological districts located in Southern Maryland:

. Patterson’s Archeological District; Calvert County

. Mattapany-Sewall Archeological Site; St. Mary’s County
. Abells Wharf Archeological Site; St. Mary’s County

. Sister’s Freehold Archeological Site; St. Mary’s County

There are thousands of documented archeological sites in Southern Maryland as well: 490 sites
in Charles County, 1,962 in Calvert County, and 4,236 sites in St. Mary’s County. Both
archeological districts and sites inform academic historians about the past, revealing clues about
the ways in which people lived their daily lives or the ways in which they constructed their
societies.

One of Southern Maryland’s most significant archeological resources is the Maryland
Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab), at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum in
Calvert County. The MAC Lab is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and
collections storage facility that has curated 4 million artifacts recovered from archaeological
sites in Maryland. The Lab also serves as a clearinghouse for archaeological collections
recovered from land-based and underwater projects conducted by state and federal agencies
throughout Maryland. All of these collections are available for research, education, and exhibit
purposes to students, scholars, museum curators, and educators. The Lab is also overseeing
“Sukeek’s Cabin”, a public archaeology program that is investigating the site of a 19th-20th
century African American domestic dwelling on the grounds of Jefferson Patterson Park and
Museum.

Map 3-1, Key Archeological Resources, appears at the end of this section.
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Architectural

Because Southern Maryland was settled more than a century before the American Revolution,
some of its earliest structures are considered to be ancient in the context of American
architecture. Key architectural resources in Southern Maryland include original buildings as well
as replicas built to illustrate significant structures that were representative of a period. One of
these is the replica of the 1676 State House in St. Mary’s City, one of the first public buildings
constructed in the state. The materials used to construct the building, brick and iron, are a
combination of those that were typically used by the rich planters of the South as well as the
industrial factory owners of the North. The Port Tobacco Courthouse in Charles County is
another replica, built to illustrate the central government building of a colonial county seat.

A number of key architectural resources can be found in the religious structures of Southern
Maryland, including a number of architectural “firsts”. The nation’s first Catholic churches
were built in Southern Maryland, as well as its first Carmelite monastery. The Dent Chapel in St.
Mary’s County is considered one of the best examples of Victorian Gothic architecture in
Maryland. All Saints Episcopal Church in Calvert County is an outstanding example of
Georgian ecclesiastical architecture, and the Smithville United Methodist Church in Calvert
County is a good example of Greek Revival architecture.

Of the distinctive forms of architecture that are characteristic of the region, the one that exists in
the greatest numbers is the Southern Maryland tobacco barn. This modest but significant
example of indigenous architecture, with its shuttered sides and classic, flared roof, is ubiquitous
throughout Southern Maryland. The vast numbers of surviving tobacco barns are key
architectural resources and are the simplest verification of the extent to which Southern Maryland
hitched its wagon to this crop.

Southern Maryland’s architectural heritage also includes buildings representative of early
American agrarian societies and the antebellum architecture of the South. Colonial period homes
dating from the early and mid-1700s, and Civil War-era plantations and outbuildings can be
found in well-preserved condition throughout Southern Maryland, and provide excellent
examples of Colonial, Federal, Greek Revival, and Georgian architecture. Most of these homes
are privately owned; a few are accessible to the public through occasional historic house tours.
These buildings, and their beautifully landscaped grounds, are key architectural resources that
exemplify the lifestyle of the planter aristocracy of Southern Maryland.

The indigenous watercraft of Southern Maryland are also key architectural resources. The waters
of Southern Maryland played a significant role in the naval architecture of its workboats. The
shallow-draft designs of skipjacks and bugeyes, as well as deadrise skiffs and other small boats
built in the mid-19" and early 20" centuries, made them easily maneuverable far up into
Southern Maryland tributaries. Because the inland tributaries of Southern Maryland are
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predominantly protected, workboats could be built narrower and with lower sides, requiring less
wood and allowing for faster speeds both under sail and power. A large number of these
workboats continue to work the waters of Southern Maryland, and exist as key architectural
resources.

Map 3-2, Key Historic and Architectural Resources, appears at the end of this section.
Cultural

Southern Maryland’s cultural resources have formed the traditions and values of its many
communities for centuries. They are comprised of many different elements, such as cultural
trends or norms that have contributed to the region’s historical landscape over the past, or various
ethnic and immigrant groups who have added their traditions to existing ones, forming new
cultural patterns.

Ethnicity forms a large component of the Southern Maryland cultural landscape. The influences
of African-Americans and Native Americans over the years have contributed greatly to the
region’s social makeup. The museums and organizations that interpret ethnic culture in Southern
Maryland are among its most key cultural resources. Native American culture is interpreted at
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum in Calvert County, and Historic St. Mary’s City in St.
Mary’s County, as well as through regional events including Pow-wows at the American Indian
Cultural Center/Piscataway Indian Museum in Charles County and at Hallowing Point Park in
Calvert County. African Americans also played a substantial role in Southern Maryland history,
as free men and as slaves. African American life and culture are interpreted at Sotterley
Plantation and Point Lookout State Park in St. Mary’s County, Smallwood’s Retreat and
Haberdeventure in Charles County, and the Percy Howard Farm and Jefferson Patterson Park and
Museum in Calvert County.

The traditions and folkways spawned from indigenous Southern Maryland industries, such as
tobacco farming and seafood harvesting, are also key cultural resources and play a large part in
the region’s identity today. Exhibits and programs depicting traditions derived from both these
industries are available at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum and the Calvert Marine Museum
in Calvert County, Sotterley Plantation and Historic St. Mary’s City in St. Mary’s County, and
Smallwood’s Retreat and Haberdeventure in Charles County. Contemporary aspects of society
such as farm markets and tobacco auctions also serve as cultural resources, because they
illustrate the enduring influence of the Amish and Mennonite farmers who migrated to Southern
Maryland in the 19" and early 20™ centuries and who continue to be a visible presence in many
small communities around Southern Maryland. Traditional Amish crafts, farm products and food
are sold at country markets throughout the region, and Amish buggies are a familiar sight at
tobacco auctions, which still take place each spring at auction houses in Charles County.
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The practice of religion in varying forms, and the tolerance of allowing such practices, formed
the earliest cultures and societies of Southern Maryland. Catholics and Protestants played equal
parts in the cultural experiment that was religious freedom in early Maryland. Later, the tolerant
and religious-minded Amish and Mennonites added to this mix and contributed their social
impact as well. The historic churches of Southern Maryland, nearly all of which are open and
accessible to the public, are among its greatest cultural resources.

Local museums and arts organizations in the Southern Maryland Heritage Area not only interpret
the region’s cultural and social history, but also offer a variety of art, music, theater, and folklife
programs and exhibits that enrich local awareness and appreciation of the arts in general. These
resources include, in Charles County, the Mattawoman Art’s Center, the Port Tobacco Players,
the College of Southern Maryland Fine Arts Center, and the Charles County Arts Alliance; in
Calvert County, Ann Marie Gardens, the Twin Beach Players, Patuxent Playhouse, and the
Calvert County Cultural Arts Council; and in St. Mary’s County, Cecil’s Old Mill, the Arts
Alliance of St. Mary’s College, the St. Mary’s County Art Council, and the St. Mary’s County
Art Association.

Cultural resources within the SMHA also include the municipalities of Chesapeake Beach, Indian
Head, La Plata, Leonardtown, and North Beach, and the towns of Saint Mary’s City, Port
Tobacco and Solomons, whose cultural and economic beginnings and distinctive identities have
influenced the Southern Maryland region.

Historic

Key historic resources in the Southern Maryland Heritage Area include museums and historic
houses and structures, historical societies and associations, and historic districts. Museums such
as Haberdeventure and the Dr. Samuel E. Mudd House in Charles County, Sotterley and the
Godiah Spray Plantations in St. Mary’s County, and the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum in
Calvert County, interpret life on Southern Maryland tobacco farms and depict historic and
modern methods of farming, as well as daily aspects of farm life and the impact farming had on
the economy of the region.

Southern Maryland’s parks contain a number of key historic resources as well. Smallwood’s
Retreat, in Smallwood State Park, Charles County, was the home of General William
Smallwood, a two-starred major general and the highest ranking officer from the state of
Maryland during the Revolutionary War who later served three terms as Governor of Maryland.
Both the house and its grounds contain exhibits that interpret Smallwood’s life and the history of
the farm, which at one time consisted of 5,000 acres and 56 slaves and indentured servants.

Point Lookout State Park, in St. Mary’s County, was the site of a Union Army Hospital and
Confederate prisoner of war camp during the Civil War. Today the barracks, officer quarters,
and a portion of the prison pen have been recreated and are the focus of living history

weekends each year. Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, in Calvert County, operates as a
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museum and educational institution, offering programs, exhibits and events that interpret the
history of the county and Southern Maryland.

The lighthouses of Southern Maryland are key historic resources and enduring symbols of the
integral role maritime industry and transportation has played in the region’s development.
Tobacco schooners, naval gunboats and sloops, steamboats, skipjacks, and bugeyes sailing along
the shores of Southern Maryland all charted their progress by these tall lights. Today the
lighthouses continue to mark the shorelines and guide modern mariners safely on their way into
and out of Southern Maryland waters. They are preserved as historical maritime monuments, and
are treasured by residents and visitors from around the world as distinctive and beloved features
of early American coastal towns and waterways.

Map 3-2, Key Historic and Architectural Resources, appears at the end of this section.

Natural and Environmental

The stunning natural landscape of Southern Maryland is punctuated by a number of unique and
significant natural resources, most notably Battle Creek Cypress Swamp, Nanjemoy Marsh, the
Zekiah Swamp, and the Calvert Cliffs. These key resources are open and accessible to the
public, in some cases on a limited basis to prevent disturbance of vital habitats.

Battle Creek Cypress Swamp contains the northern most stand of bald cypress trees in the United
States. The swamp is estimated to be 10,000 years old; some of the cypress trees still standing in
it today are over 1,000 years old. Now part of a 100-acre protected sanctuary, Battle Creek
Cypress Swamp is accessible to the public through trails and the sanctuary’s Nature Center
exhibits.

Nanjemoy Marsh is home to one of the largest colonies of great blue herons on the East Coast
and is an important overwintering site for waterfowl and Bald Eagles. The 1000-acre Nanjemoy
Creek Great Blue Heron Sanctuary is open only to researchers and a small number of guided
tours to prevent disturbing the fragile heron habitat.

The Zekiah Swamp contains wetlands that are considered by the Smithsonian Institution to be
one of the most ecologically important areas on the East Coast. The headwaters of the swamp
are located in the Cedarville State Forest; Zekiah Swamp Run forms the headwaters of the
Wicomico, a State Scenic River. Access to the Zekiah is possible along Cedarville’s Swamp
Trail, however, large sections of the swamp are privately owned and are not open to the public.
Canoeing or kayaking through the swamp is possible on Allens Fresh Run, which is accessible
via a boat launch ramp at Allens Fresh.

Formed during the Miocene Epoch (10-25 million years ago), the Calvert Cliffs were once the
bottom of a shallow warm sea. Gradual erosion over millions of years has exposed the cliffs, and
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now they stand over one hundred feet above the water in some places. The fossils of over 600
species of animals have been discovered in them, making Calvert Cliffs the most extensive
collection of Miocene deposits in the eastern United States. Most of the shoreline containing the
cliffs is privately owned, however a stretch of a little over one mile in length is accessible to the
public and to researchers, and fossil hunters may keep what they find.

Map 3-3, Key Natural and Environmental Resources, appears at the end of this section.
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Map 3-2 Key Historic and Architectural Resources
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Map 3-3 Key Natural and Environmental Resources
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